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direct popular vote would give a great stimulus to
the activities of both parties in the regions in which
they are weakest. It may become a possibility of die
future now that the development of social service is
restricting the field of patronage in which the parties
have hitherto operated with so much effect.

The elecdon of a President, whether the method be
indirect as was originally intended or direct as it hi*
now largely become, makes it impossible for the execu-
tive power to be vested in the Cabinet. Under the
American Constitution all executive power belongs
to die President and die members of his Cabinet are
his departmental subordinates* The tact-books quote
the story of Lincoln taking a vote in his Cabinet on a
measure that he had proposed. All the Cabinet wtre
against it "Seven Noes," said Lincoln, and then, put-
ting up his own hand, "one Aye. The Ayes have k-n
That was sound constitutional arithmetic. A man
of whom it can be said, though in a qualified sense,
that he has been chosen by the people to hold power
cannot transfer his responsibilities to his associates.
The English system of Cabinet government is con-
stitutionally impossible in the United States, and be-
cause of this impossibility the executive cannot be
made responsible to the legislature* Instead he is
directly responsible to the people. The English sys-
tem hi the advantage in facilitating day-to-day con*
trol, the American is bringing home to die average
voter the conviction that he determines his country's
policies*

It is among the curiosities of constitutional study